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 FROM THE PRINCIPALõS DESK  -  Aaron Richards 
We have had wild weather this week. The overcast days 
made some feeling a bit glum, the intense rain has 
saturated the fields and the winter bugs are taking a toll. 
However, when the sun did come out, it had an instant 
positive impact on the school with everyone responding to 
the blue sky.  
It is essential that children come to school with a school 
jersey and a jacket. The weather is very changeable so the 
children need warm clothes to keep them warm if they are 
playing outside.  
Unfortunately, the weather is having an effect on some of 
the events planned at school. Thursdayôs Duathlon was 
postponed. The duathlon will now take place on Tuesday, 
next week. 
  
Wacky Hair Day - This Friday 13th August, come to school 
with a Wacky Hair Style or a Wig. Go completely crazy! 
(Children are required to wear school uniform.) 
A gold coin donation, please. Money will be used to 
purchase items for the Quiz night Raffles. 
All profits from the Quiz are planned to go towards Shade 
Sails for the Totara and Matai teams. This is a necessity 
with Summer fast approaching so the children have some 
shade to eat their lunches under. 
We are looking forward to seeing some awesome stylings 
on Friday. 

FROM THE DRS -   Caitlin OôSullivan 
The Solemnity of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary is the Patronal 
Feast day of New Zealand. The 
Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary is 
a Holy Day of Obligation which means 
itôs an important feast day. The Church 
celebrates Mary being taken to Heaven, 
body and soul to share in the 
Resurrection of her Son and anticipation 
of the resurrection of other Christians. Read this reflection 
on the Assumption by Father John OôConnor on Food for 
Faith. God chose Mary to be the mother of his son, Jesus. 
Mary was always ready and willing to do whatever God 
wanted. Because she was so special she was taken up body 
and soul to be with Jesus in heaven ï this is what 
óAssumptionô means.  
Formed Resource - We have had a generous parishioner 
donate the costs towards a new parish resource óFormedô. 
This resource provides you with thousands of movies, 
childrenôs programmes, eBooks, audio, parish programs, 
and studies to help families and individuals explore their 
faith. Please view the attached document to see the 
instructions on how you can access this resource.  
1. Formed Website 
2. Click Sign up 
3. Sign up as a 
Parishioner 

4. Type 8053 and 
select Catholic 
Parish of 
Christchurch 
Northô 

5. Fill in your name 
and email address then click ósign upô 

Merit Certificates - Congratulations to the following learners 
who received Merit Certificates last week: 
Giana Tibin, Jonty Milner, Hunter Slee, Cecilia 
Woodnutt, Finn Claessens, Lydia Armstrong, Caleb 
Palero, Lexie Podmore, Gracie Marriot, Marco 
Octaviano, Lincoln Cottier, Jacob Robertson, Lola 
Romero, Joel Clark, Ruby Claessens, Kiera Lynch, 
Sophie Austin, Aodhan Berry, Laylah Reid, Aaliyah 
Donaldson, Hannah OôSullivan, Bailey Rennell, Saxon 
Allen, Harmony Hubbard and Oliver Bradley. 
 
School Shoes - St Josephôs 
School has a school uniform 
policy. Children are required 
to wear black school shoes at school. 
Shoes with a white sole or white stripes 
on the sides are not part of the uniform.  

2021 First Holy Communion Group - This Sunday the 142 
children and their parents will be attend a Retreat Day at 
St Bedeôs College. The day will consist of a Teaching 
Mass, Breakout Sessions for children and parents, and a 
craft project. Please keep these children and their 
families in your prayers. 

https://formed.org/


FROM  THE SENCO  -  Liz Beattie  
TikTok - Did you know that TikTok is intended for 

users 13 years and over? The recommendation is made 

because it is deemed that children younger than 13 years 

of age do not have the maturity to manage the complexity 

of social media. If your child is 13 or over, NetSafe has 

developed a TikTok Family Safety Toolkit to help teen 

use TikTok or any other social media app safely and 

responsibly - TikTok Family Safety Toolkit 

 

Please remember that digital parenting is not about 

parents having control over their child or teenôs use of 

technology. Rather, itôs about parents empowering their 

children or teens to be good digital citizens who can 

minimise the risks and maximise the potential of the 

digital world.  

 

Netsafe has developed a seven-step Online Safety Parent 

Toolkit to give every parent access to the support they 

need to teach their kids how to access digital opportunities 

and reduce harm. It helps overcome any perceived or real 

technology knowledge gap between what parents know 

and what their child knows ï or thinks they know.  

The seven-step framework helps parents to:  

 

1. Understand potential risks, challenges and sometimes 

illegal behaviours  

2. Learn about their tamarikiôs activities  

3. Explore for themselves the technology their child uses  

4. Agree and set expectations as a family on what to do 

online  

5. Teach basic online safety concepts  

6. Model the behaviours they want to see their child use  

7. Plan what to do if things go wrong 

Staying Safe Online 

CHOIR - Elizabeth Crampton 
Congratulations to the choir, who had a great day last 

Friday, participating in the Christchurch Catholic Schools 

Jubilate. The day started with a morning rehearsal in the 

Town Hall, followed by Mass. They returned to the Town 

Hall in the evening for the Jubilate concert. What an 

amazing experience with approximately 600 children 

singing fantastic music to an almost capacity audience.  

 

I was very proud of you. You sang beautifully and behaved 

wonderfully. Well done! 

FROM THE SPORTS DIRECTOR - Matt McGuire 
SJS Duathlon - What a week of weather! Fingers crossed 
that we are able to hold our event on Tuesday the 17th of 

August.  Any parent help is more than welcome. Matai 

events from 11:30am, Totara Seniors from 1:30 pm. 
 

Winter Tournament - Our North Zone winter Tournament 
was cancelled due to weather. Fortunately all our Gold 

teams will advance to the Primary Sports Canterbury 

Winter Tournament on the 26th of August. Our Netball 

Gold team did play a game on Tuesday at SJS to see which 

Grade they would be in and won that game 6-5 in the last 

seconds of the 

game! We wish 

all teams the best 

of luck.  Special 

thank you to 

Paula Quayle 

and Melanie 

McIntyre for 

helping out with 

the netball. 

https://www.netsafe.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/TikTok-Family-Safety-Toolkit-NewZealand.pdf
https://www.netsafe.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Staying-Safe-Online-Guide-2020.pdf

