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 FROM THE PRINCIPALõS DESK  -  Aaron Richards 
Welcome - A huge welcome to Anna Randall. Mrs 
Randall is an experienced teacher with a special talent in 

The Arts, specifically Drama. Mrs Randall has taken up a 

release teacher position and will be regularly working 

mostly in the Kahikatea Team.  

 

School Vision - At St Josephôs School we demonstrate our 
FAITH IN ACTION every day by living the following 

virtues:  

Karaitianatanga/Acting with Faith -  

This virtue relates to the relationship we have with 

God and our belief in our Catholic Faith. At St 

Josephôs School we provide students with the 

opportunity to understand their faith, and develop a 

relationship with God through prayer, receiving the 

sacraments and participating in liturgies and Mass.  

Manaakitanga/Acting with Love -  

This virtue relates to the relationship we have with 

others around us. While it is easy to love our family 

and friends, The Beatitudes remind us that we are 

called to love everyone and like the Mercy Sisters, 

show our faith through acts of service.  

MǕiatanga/Acting with Courage -  

This virtue relates to developing confidence. We want 

children to have the tenacity to think outside the box 

and be fearless in sharing their ideas. We want 

children to develop a ócan doô attitude and give 

everything a go without fear of failure. We also want 

children to step up and do the right thing. 

MǕtauranga/Acting with Wisdom -  

 This virtue closely aligns to learning. Acting with 

wisdom acknowledges that learning is a lifelong 

process that does not stop. During their time at school 

students will not only acquire knowledge, they will 

also develop the ability to be open minded, self-

reflective, and be innovative. Wisdom also relates to 

developing the ability of discernment and to make 

good choices.  

I would love to hear from parents how the schoolôs 

virtues resonate with you. If you would like to share your 

ideas, please click on this link. 

 

Choir - I wish the school choir  good luck for Friday. The 
school choir will be participating in the Jubilate Mass at 

the Town Hall at 12 noon. At 7pm they will also be 

singing in a concert, again at the Town Hall, with the 

Christchurch Catholic Schools mass choir.  A huge thanks 

to Mrs Crampton for leading the choir and for the parent 

support 

 

FROM THE DRS -   Caitlin OôSullivan 
Cultural Liturgy:  Tomorrowôs  Liturgy is a 
celebration of the different cultures that 
make up our school. Students are invited to 
wear a cultural costume or colours 
significant to their country. 

The Transfiguration of the Lord  - Friday 6 August 

Sexuality Education Programme - The school will run its 
sexuality education programme during Week 3 and 4. 

Information has been posted on HERO to inform parents 

about the programme. This included a video that explains 

the schoolôs sexuality education approach and content. A 

parent pop in session was organised last Wednesday for 

parents to attend in and ask questions about the 

programme.  

This year the school is using Loving for Life. This is a 

Catholic organisation that specialises in supporting 

schoolôs teach sexuality education with a strong focus on 

what Catholics believe. The Loving for Life Team will be 

working with Year 8 children on the 11th and 12th of 

August.  

The Year 7 programme includes a Father/son, mother/ 

daughter evening. If you have already confirmed that you 

will be attending this event, it is greatly appreciate. If you 

are a parents of a Year 7 student and have not confirmed 

your attendance at this event, please do. It is a powerful 

way to support parents and children talk about the difficult 

subject of sexuality. The Father/son evening event takes 

place on Tuesday 10th of August. The Mother/Daughter 

event takes place on Wednesday 11 August.  

 

Wacky Hair Day - Wacky hair Day will take place on Friday 

13th of August. All children are required to come to school 

in their normal uniform. The senior children can come in 

their winter sport. But what they do with their hair is up to 

them. Gel and colour are all acceptable. The wackier the 

better.  

 

Merit Certificates - Congratulations to the following 

learners who received Merit Certificates last week: 

Aarav Vishakh, Georgia McLaughlin, Zac Zivcovic, 

Natalie Cummings, Dylan Champion, Mikayla 

Macaspac, Gregory Stephens, Leo Blackburn, Jayden 

Johnston, Angus Spragg, Van Buison, Marco Zivkovic, 

Summer Rabe, Mckenzie Slee, Roman Tamagushiku, 

Liam Murphy, Ashleigh Bradley, Elijah McIntosh, 

Hayne Parker, Isis Silmaro, Elsie OôDonnell, Nikau 

Luiz, Rosa Baxter, Isaac Morrison, Henry Bone, 

Hunter Samson, Lean Silmaro, Seyara DeSilva, Rodge 

Ablir and Sam Choi. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1HsDAsOUQrwVx20GJ-iELPBFYGmkrFsuURRD2or3c8CSh5w/viewform?usp=sf_link


FROM THE SPORTS DIRECTOR - Matt McGuire 
SJS Duathlon - The SJS Duathlon that used to be held in 

term 1 is now taking place in week 3 of this term.  All 

Year 5-8 students will participate in this event.  The event 

will take place on Thursday the 12th of August. A notice 

with more information has already gone home.  Students 

that want to progress to the Primary Sports Canterbury 

event at Ruapuna need to compete as an individual.  

  

We also need parent help on the day so if you can help in 

any way, please complete the form or email me directly 

mathew.mcguire@stjopapa.school.nz.  Any help is greatly 

appreciated.  

 

Indoor Basketball Tournament - On 

Monday, a boys and girls year 8 

team, competed in the Primary 

Sports Canterbury Indoor 

Basketball tournament.  It was a 

fast paced tournament with many 

close games that could have gone 

either way.  Both teams got third in 

their pools which meant they did 

not make it through to the quarter finals.  All St Joseph's 

representatives should be pleased with their efforts as they 

did SJS proud.  A special thank you to Blair Terrell for 

managing the boys team on the day and Amiee Octaviano 

and George Robertson for helping out on the day as well. 

 

 

PTA LUNCHES tomorrowðSausagesð$2 
Thank you to our helpers, Jude & Emily 

Congratulations  - During the holidays Mia Desquitado 

won first place in her event for Kata ages 10-11 Premiere 

grade for The New Zealand Cup for karate up in Auckland  

Congratulations, Mia. 

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPALSõ DESKS     
ICAS  -  Dates for this term (entries have closed) 

ǒ Writing (Yr 5 to 8) has been postponed to Term 4 

ǒ  11 August - Digital Technologies (Yr 5 to 8) 

ǒ  18 August - English (Yr 4 to 8) 

ǒ  23 August - Spelling Bee ((Yr 5 to 8) 

ǒ  24 August - Science (Yr 4 to 8) 

ǒ   2 September - Mathematics (Yr 4 to 8) 

 

There is no need to prepare for ICAS because the questions 

are designed to target learnersô higher-order thinking and 

problem-solving skills.  However, if parents and learners 

want to prepare, you can use purchase past papers  https://

www.icasassessments.com/icas-past-papers/  or use the 

free sample questions to become familiar with the style of 

questions asked https://www.icasassessments.com/icas-

preparation-tools/#freesamplequestions  

 

Detailed information about the ICAS assessments has been 

sent home via HERO 

Marietjie Verweij 
 

Mana Ake  - Mana Ake has been running as a trial 
throughout Christchurch schools for the past 3 years. It has 

been a very successful programme supporting our students 

with their mental health & wellbeing. Due to the success of 

the programme it is now being rolled out to all New 

Zealand schools.  

 

This is great news, however Christchurch schools funding 

has been cut so that the funding can be used in other areas 

of the country. As such, a couple of extra steps have been 

added to the process of applying for support for students to 

ensure the funding is targeted towards children with the 

greatest need. If you think your child could benefit from 

the services of Mana Ake you will need to speak to your 

childôs classroom teacher or Liz Beattie (DP). It will also 

be a requirement that you contact and speak to Jan 

Nicholson (our liaison kamahi) from Mana Ake, either at 

our drop-in session on a Thursday morning from 8.30am or 

by email jann@mmsi.org.nz.  

 

Once a request has been made for support Mana Ake the 

request goes to our Kahui Ako Raki Hub moderation 

meeting in Week 3 & 8.  This meeting triages the requests 

and they are then sent through to a Christchurch wide hui 

to be triaged against all requests from our area. Finally, 

they are sent to be allocated to the available counsellors. 

This change in procedures does mean that the process has 

been lengthened but ensures that those with the greatest 

need receive it first. 

 

Mana Ake also offers parent support. Parenting is a tough 

job and we all need skills to cope with the daily challenges 

that having children brings. óTuning in to Kidsô is a 6 

session programme that helps teach parents and caregivers 

ways to understand their childôs and their own emotions 

and to use this knowledge to guide behaviour.  

 

Ý Mana Ake, Supporting Kids 

Ý Tuning in to Kids Programme Information 

Liz Beattie  

https://www.icasassessments.com/icas-past-papers/
https://www.icasassessments.com/icas-past-papers/
https://www.icasassessments.com/icas-preparation-tools/#freesamplequestions
https://www.icasassessments.com/icas-preparation-tools/#freesamplequestions
https://manaake.health.nz/supporting-your-child/
https://drive.google.com/drive/search?q=tuning


Secondhand Uniform Shop: Thank you for your support 
of the shop which operates from the room at the end of 
the school hall.  
It is great to see so many donations of uniforms coming 
in. The PTA is no longer offering a 'sell on behalf' 
service.  
If you would like to sell your items please use the PTA 
Secondhand Uniform Facebook group. PTA does not 
take any commission from these sales.  
Here is a link to the group:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/278245903533839 
 

Shop Open every Friday 
8.30am - 9.10am ,   
2.45pm - 3.10pm 

Coffee van onsite every Friday 8.30am. 

"The coaches surprised the St Joe's Blue and Gold 

netball teams at Wednesday afternoons practice this 

week, with a visit from Canterbury Tactix and NNL 

super shooter Hannah Glen.  Hannah, an ex St Joseph's 

school pupil, took the girls for some drills that they 

hope to implement in their last few games for the 

season. Thanks so much Hannah, for giving back to 

your community. " 

 

 

GO THE  

Good Luck to the TACTIX for the 2021 ANZ 
Premiership Grand Final on Sunday in 
Auckland. 


