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 FROM THE PRINCIPALõS DESK  -  Aaron Richards 
Covid Update 
The Governmentôs announcement of increased 
liberalisation of Covid Level 2 and the planning for Alert 
Level 1 would have been welcomed by us all. The very 
low numbers of cases being diagnosed is strong evidence 
of our country's success in responding to COVID. 
 
Early this week I was alerted to social media content that 
is wrong and unnecessarily upset parents and whǕnau. 
The misinformation that is being shared by some suggests 
that the law passed on 13 May gives powers to Police and 
others to uplift children from school if they appear unwell 
and forcibly test for COVID-19, and administer 
medication including flu vaccinations. The Ministry of 
Education has confirmed neither Police, Oranga Tamariki 
nor anyone else have been given any such powers. If a 
child is unwell the school will contact the childôs parents 
in the usual way to collect them. 
 
While we are at Alert Level 2, it is important that we all 
remain vigilant around good hygiene, social distancing 
and contract tracing while we continue to focus on 
student wellbeing of students alongside their learning. So 
some limitations will continue forward into the week 
ahead. I appreciate that the Covid Alert Level 2 protocols 
may be inconvenient for some. It is important that we 
continue to be patient and kind towards each other. 
Parents continued cooperation is greatly appreciated as it 
ensures that we are keeping our children and staff safe.  
Living with Covid has changed the way we do things. 
Although we are moving back into routine, many people 
are considering how we could do things better, as we 
establish a new norm.  
 
Covid Protocols from Tuesday 2 June are: 

¶ All children need to attend school in their winter 
uniform. Please help us keep your children 
healthy by ensuring they come to school with a 
uniform jersey, polarfleece or jacket. A reminder that 
children are required to wear black school shoes.  

¶ We will continue our scheduled liturgies. Liturgies 
will not be presented in the hall for the rest of 
term. They will be recorded and uploaded for 
family and friends to watch at home.  

¶ Class attendance at weekly Mass will continue in 
accordance with the schedule. Children and teachers 
will not attend Mass in the community center. They 
will remain in class and watch Mass live streamed 
into the classroom 

¶ The Year 7-8 children will return to technology on 
Monday 8 June. They will travel to and from school 
on the bus as normal. All Year 7-8 children must be 
assembled in the hall ready to leave for Technology 
no later than 8.30am.  

 

 

¶ Lunch online will restart in Term 3.  
¶ We appreciate parents and caregivers dropping 
children off and waiting for the children in the front 
courtyard. This enables us to limit the number of 
people in the main learning area of the school and 
reduce contact contamination. If you need to talk to a 
teacher, please email the teacher or call the office.  

¶ The office is open. We request that parents and 
caregivers enter one at a time and remain behind the 
line. Please fill in the contact tracing form and sanitise 
your hands.  

¶ All parents and caregivers are asked not to park in the 
staff or parish car park. This reduces the risk of 
pedestrians being hurt when entering from the parish 
gate.  

¶ We will continue to enter the school via the parish car 
park and leave through the Kealy gates.  

¶ The staggered departure time at the end of school has 
successfully reduced the traffic congestion on Vagues 
Road. Next week all students with a surname starting 
with A-H will depart school at 2.50pm and all 
students with a surname starting with I-Z will 
depart school at 3pm. Please contact your childôs 
home room teacher if you have any concerns regarding 
your childôs departure time.  

 
Teaching and Learning at St Josephôs School 
The online learning programme has provided parents with 
a first hand insight into the type of learning that takes 
place at school. I am sure that many parents have realised 
how open-ended, hands on activities engage children as 
well as deepen their understanding of different learning 
concepts. I am also aware that many families have realised 
the added potential that digital learning can provide 
learning. We have been inundated by learners wanting to 
connect their own devices to the school network so they 
can access the internet during class time on their own 
personal device.  
 
Moving forward, we intend to further extend some of the 
effective learning approaches that were used online by 
bringing them into the classroom.  
 
Next week we will return to well established learning 
approaches such as guided instruction. We will also be 
looking at how we can increase engagement by ensuring 
that learning tasks are intentional, hands-on and 
contextualised. We will also be designing learning 
opportunities that deepen children's knowledge and skill 
by encouraging them to problem-solve, be innovative, 
think creatively and critically. We will also continue to 
use online tools such as Google classroom, online videos 
etc to access learning opportunities that go beyond the 
classroom. I am sure that the learners will have an action 
packed month of learning ahead of them.  
 
 
 
 
 



INFORM 
The latest Inform magazine has been posted online   
https://chchcatholic.nz/2020/05/latest-inform-now-available/ 

FROM THE PTA 
2nd Hand uniform sale - Another sale to be held before 
the end of this termðmore details next week.  

Friday lunches -  Resuming next term. 

Quiz Night  - Now happening in Term 3ðdate to be advised. 

Fair - Postponed to 2021.   

LIBRARY HAPPENINGS from Manja                      
The library is open!  To celebrate, I present our new reading throne (canôt bear to be without a book): 

Thanks to Mrs Ford who helped me rescue a free cushion-less 
chair from the side of the road, and my lad who helped me hose 
and scrub it clean.  We upcycled a few other bits and pieces to 
repair it; be gentle with the embroidery please; Iôm just a 
learner.    Hope you enjoy it! 
 
Book Club 
I am about to distribute this 
termôs Scholastic Book Club 
packed with goodies including 
$3 and $5 buys perfect for 
pocketmoney purchases.  
School gains 20% of purchases 
in points so we can buy new 
resources!  Orders in by Friday 
12 June please (online if 
possible), thanks so much for 
your support, we really 
appreciate it! Each term, we 
will run competitions in the 

library so students can win a voucher to buy a book from the Book Club.  The winner 
of Term 1ôs competition, drawn after lockdown, was Brielle Dijamco from Ashby 1 who 
created some art for the Library wall.  Congratulations!  Please come and see Manja and weôll ensure you can choose 
something from this catalogue.   
This term we will do the same as last term as we want to decorate our walls!  Submit any art or writing we can display and 
youôll go into the draw on Wednesday 9 June.  We are building our collection of student-created books! 
Looking after books 
Please remember to issue your books before you leave the library (a number of popular books are not on our shelves, for 
example, Minecraft books, which makes our fans sad).   
Also, we know accidents happen.  Please give anything that needs repair to the library.  If you make a book wet, please 
bring it straight in so we can treat it.  If you are at home, please put it in a bag and in a frost-free freezer.  Bring it to the 
library when you can.  Please do NOT put it somewhere warm, as this will encourage mould to form.  We have a 
professional method for rescuing very wet books (interleaving, freezers and slow heat, crazy we know, but it works).   
New Books 
Iôve catalogued many, many, many new books during lockdown.  Iôve also read a great number of them (we read over my 
height in books whilst away from school).   
My reading took me around the world: Some of my favourites included steampunk android watchmakers, ninjas in 
Singapore, a hilariously unstoppable mischief-maker in Denmark, a villager in India traversing the Himalayas, desperate to 
find her missing father, an inter-dimensional traveller (this book made me laugh so hard I had to support my local bookshop 
and buy my own copy)... happy reading!                                         

Marist Albion Netball Club ð Junior Trials 
Sunday 7 June 2020 

U13 ï 9:00 ï 10:30am,      U12 ï 11:30am ï 1:00pm 
Indoor Venue: Villa Maria College Gym (access off 
Brodie Street)  If you havenôt already done so, please 
register before the trial on the Marist Albion Netball 
Club website (www.sporty.co.nz/maristnc). 
Please arrive no earlier than 15min before your trial 
time.  We will be following Covid-19 safety procedures 
including collecting contact tracing infor-
mation.  Spectators/parents/caregivers will not be per-
mitted in the gymnasium.  Additional information can be 
found on our website. 

Reminder  
This Monday is Queenôs Birthday (observance). It is a 
public Holiday. The school will be closed.  
 
PTA Uniform Sale 
A huge thanks to the PTA for organizing the second hand 
uniform sale. I know that this was greatly appreciated by 
many families. They intend to have another sale before the 
end of this term. 
 
Reporting student achievement 
Our academic year has been significantly disruptive. 
Although the teachers did an amazing job with the online 
learning, they were unable to continue with the normal 
assessment procedures. As a result, the mid-year reports 
will be pushed back and take place two weeks later than 
normal. Student-led conferences will take place and written 
reports will be given to parents in the week of 13-17th 
August.  
 
Online Learning from Home 
The vast majority of children have returned to school. We 
are expecting that 98% of families will be sending their 
children to school next week. As a result, we will be 
stopping our Online Learning from Home Programme. 

https://chchcatholic.nz/2020/05/latest-inform-now-available/



