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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK  -  Aaron Richards 
Learning from Home continued under Alert Level 3 this 
week. I would like to thank parents for your ongoing support 
and cooperation at this time. We have 29 students registered 
to attend school throughout the week because their parents 
were essential workers and there was no one at home to 
supervise the children. Parents co-operation enabled us to 
limit the numbers of staff required to come on site. It also 
enabled us to continue with the online learning.  
Please remember that during Alert Level 3, parents who are 
unable to supervise their children at home need to register 
their children with the school before they attend. They 
cannot be dropped off without being registered as we need to 
ensure that we have appropriate staff on site and 
management processes are in place to accommodate them.  
Over the Covid period the school has supported students 
learning by providing devices to families that did not have a 
device available. We have also ordered hard packs for 
families who continued to have difficulties connecting 
online. Although a number of these hard packs have arrived, 
I understand that there has been a delay in receiving the hard 
packs for some children due to the sheer volume of orders 
the Ministry of Education is processing.  
 
Covid Liturgy 
The teachers have developed a range of IT skills over the 
last few weeks. These skills have included using a range of 
google apps to enhance the home learning. This week the 
Leadership team expanded our online presence a little more 
by organising an online liturgy. If you have not already seen 
the liturgy, please click on the link below or type the link 
into your browser search bar.   https://youtu.be/MK1J5X8qJPQ 
A huge thanks to Mrs. Verweij for organising the liturgy. 
Thanks to the teachers and learners who took part in the 
creation of the video.  
 
Covid Update - Preparation to move to Alert Level 2 
Like me, I am sure you have followed with interest the 
announcements made by the Prime Minister. 
It is reassuring to hear how well our country has done at 
minimising the impacts of COVID-19. Alert Levels 4 and 3 
have not been easy and I thank you for your ongoing support 
for the work we are doing. 
Today, the Prime Minister advised that in Alert Level 2, 
schools are safe environments for children, young people, 
and staff, and that additional public health control measures 
are in place to prevent the spread of disease and to support 
contact tracing. 
The good news is that when we are able to, we will be ready 
to welcome all students and staff back to our school site. 
Please note that the government has advised that the earliest 
that schools will be open to all students and year levels at 
Alert Level 2 will be from the beginning of the next school 
week after the announcement is made (Monday 18 May). 
This will be confirmed soon after the government 
announcement has been made.  
Distance learning will continue to be available for those 
learners who are unable to attend school or whose parents/
caregiver  elect to continue isolation when we move to Alert 
Level 2.  
The key Public Health approach is to minimise the risk of 
someone getting infected in the first place, and  to ensure we 
can identify and contact anyone who has been in close 
contact with a person, if someone in a school is infected. 

As we have done in Alert Level 3, you can be assured that in 
Alert Level 2 we will know who is at school, who our staff 
and students have been in close contact with and take 
appropriate measures to keep everyone safe. 
Physical distancing is a good precaution to prevent the spread 
of the disease. We do however know it is challenging in 
schools, so good hygiene practices and regular cleaning are 
even more important here. This includes staff and students 
coughing into their elbows, handwashing and drying and 
regular cleaning of commonly touched surfaces. 
Under Alert Level 2, we advise any students and staff to stay 
at home if they are sick, and we will send anyone home 
immediately if they show any symptoms. 
Our school has safe and sensible practices to maintain the 
health and safety of everyone on the school site. As described 
by Dr Payinda in his NZ Herald article, “Covid's not measles 
or chickenpox, it doesn't hang in the air for hours waiting to 
infect passers-by. It travels on invisible drops of spit. You 
don't have to cross the street to avoid anyone. Just avoid 
getting in their 'moist breath' zone”. We all just need to 
remember to have some breathing space at Alert Level 2! 
It’s important however that not just at school but at home, 
safe hygiene habits are practised by everyone, as this is 
essential to minimise the risk that someone gets infected with 
Covid-19. For more information about the public health 
measures at Alert Level 2, visit : https://covid19.govt.nz 
I would like to thank parents and caregivers for your patience 
and co-operation during this time. Now that we have received 
guidelines from the Ministry of Education regarding a move 
to Alert Level 2, I hope to have a detailed Safety Action Plan 
sent out to all families at the start of next week.  
To ensure that we have considered all the information we 
require to operate effectively under Alert Level 2 a short 
survey will be sent out to all families. It would be greatly 
appreciated if parents and caregivers could complete this 
survey as quickly as possible.  
Research confirms that in order for learning to take place it is 
important that learning well being is addressed. We also 
appreciate that the lockdown has limited parents ability to 
prepare children for the physical return to the school site. As 
a result, what we do over the first few weeks back at school 
will look a little different: 

¶ Students will be permitted to wear mufti  
¶ The learning programme will focus on creativity  

¶ Regular opportunities for physical activity will be 
available 

¶ Homework will be limited to daily reading  
The Safety Action Plan that will be sent out next week with 
detail about short term and long term changes to the school's 
routine. Please keep an eye out for this document.  
OSCAR programmes can open as can other before and after 
school programmes during Alert Level 3. Parents using these 
services need to communicate with the programme manager 
directly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 
We wish all our Mothers a 
wonderful family time on 

their special day of 
celebration this Sunday 
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