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 FROM THE PRINCIPALõS DESK  -  Aaron Richards 
HERO - A window to learner achievement 
If you have not already, please download the HERO app 
onto your mobile device or access on your computer. 
The HERO app is the way we connect with family and 
whanau.  
The teachers are busy preparing for the release of the 
first sample of work. This will be the first window that 
parents are provided into studentôs learning this year. As 
time goes by the teachers will be sharing more 
information about your childrenôs learning on HERO.  
Please stay tuned for more details on our first work 
sample. 
 
Signing In and Out of Students 
When a student arrives late to school for any reason, 
they must go to the office and sign-in on the tablet. They 
will receive a stamp or a card to take to their teacher to 
confirm they have signed in. This quick protocol ensures 
that the office is aware of who is or not at school. 
   
If you are collecting your student during school hours 
due to illness, an appointment, or need to take them 
home early, the student must be signed out on the tablet 
by their caregiver/ parent and ensure that the homeroom 
teacher knows you have picked them up.  
 
Whenever possible, please advise your childôs 
homeroom teacher and the school office in advance of 
pick up.  This system is for your childôs safety and 
ensures we know where all students are at all times. It is 
also part of the safety procedures required for fire drills 
or lockdowns. 

FAITH FACTñWeek 6 ~ 8-12 March 

Lƴ tŀǘǊƛǎ /ƻǊŘŜ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ WƻǎŜǇƘ ŀǎ άŀƴ 
ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦΦΦ Lƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴΣ WƻǎŜǇƘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ 
Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ΨŬŀǘΣΩ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ aŀǊȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ƴƴǳƴŎƛŀǝƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ ƻŦ DŜǘƘǎŜƳŀƴŜΦΦΦ!ƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ 
ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘ ǘƻ 
ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦέ 
.ƛǎƘƻǇ tŀǳƭ aŀǊǝƴ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΤ 
άhǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ 
ǳƴŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ ōȅ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ 
WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŀ ŦǳƭŬƭƭŜŘ ƭƛŦŜΦ hǳǊ 
Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ 
ŦŀƛǘƘΦέ 
aƻƴŘŀȅ уǘƘ aŀǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ {ǘ WƻƘƴ ƻŦ 
DƻŘΦ  WƻƘƴ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ ²ƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŜ ǎŀǿ ǎǳũŜǊƛƴƎ ƘŜ 
ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƘŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘȅΦ  

FROM THE DRSðCaitlin OôSullivan 
School and Parish Mass 
On Sunday 28th March, Mercy 3 and McAuley 2 will be 
leading the parish Mass at St Gregoryôs Church. Students 
need to wear their school uniform and be at Mass by 
8.20am. We are looking forward to celebrating Mass 
with the Parish and school together. 
 
St Josephõs Day  
Next Friday we are celebrating the feast of St Joseph as a 
whole school by attending Mass at St Gregoryôs and then 
enjoying a day of games at Spencer Park. This year the 
Feast of St Joseph is particularly important as Pope 
Francis has declared this year óThe Year of St Josephô. 
The following poster provides all the information you 
need to know about this celebration. We will attend Mass 
no matter the weather. However, if it is wet and cold we 
may need to cancel the trip to Spencer Park. A decision 
to cancel the trip to Spencer Park will be made by 
7.30am and a message will be sent out on HERO.  

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=68


Year 7&8 News   Alice JohnsðTeam Leader 

Learning Through Action - Year 8: We look forward to 
spending the day at Spencer Park tomorrow learning 

about the local environment and how we can care for it. 

Thank you to the volunteers that will be joining us. Your 

support is appreciated.  

Top Team - Year 7: A reminder the Year 7 Learners will 
participate in Top Team next Tuesday, 16th March. 

More details have been shared via HERO.  

Wainui Camp - Year 8: Thank you to all the parent helpers 
making this EOTC experience possible. Best wishes for 

a great time.   

  
Year 5&6 News  Erin KreftðTeam Leader 

Year 6 CycleSafe - Next week the Year 6 children will 

participate in the Christchurch City Council CycleSafe 

Programme. During this programme the children will 

learn about maintaining their bikes and making sure they 

are safe to ride. A number of cycling activities take place 

at school ensuring the children are confident riders and 

they know their road rules before heading out onto the 

road. When on the road the students are in small groups 

with an instructor. The school and City Council Cycle 

Safety Team have safety plans in placed to ensure the 

safety of children on the road. If you have any questions 

about this activity, please contact your childôs homeroom 

teacher.                                  

Year 1&2 NewsðGerardine Baxter 

With the completion of swimming, the Junior Team is 

starting  'Discovery Learning' sessions this Friday. Each 

Friday from 11-12.30pm the Junior children will take part 

in 'Discovery'. Children are able to move between 

the Junior classes choosing the activities they would like to 

take part in. There will be arts and craft, box construction, 

block building, outdoor play with water trays and sandpit, 

dress ups, music and much more. 

Why discovery learning? 

"Discovery Learning develops key competencies and values 

through activity-based, child-directed learning." It is an 

opportunity for children to explore and develop curiosity, 

to direct their own learning and practice social skills within 

fun, hands-on activities. It is a time for teachers to extend 

learning and to observe and gather information on children's 

strengths and areas for development including social 

interactions. 

The Junior Team would like 

on-going donations of 

cardboard boxes for our 

Discovery sessions. For 

example cereal boxes, 

toothpaste boxes etc. Please 

don't flatten the boxes. Send 

your boxes to Mrs Baxter in Timoney 1.  

 

Year 3-4 News Karen BurtðTeam Leader 

ǒ Many children are about to achieve their first órewardô in 

their reading journals.  Send them to school so we can 

celebrate the childrenôs success!  Each night that they 

read is accumulated to their grand total. 

ǒ Children need to remember their reading folders.  This 

ensures that reading material travels safely to and from 

school.  It is also important as often books are required 

for the next day or beyond so making this part of your 

routine is essential. 

ǒ Our royal blue wide-brimmed hats are part of the uniform 

in Terms 1 & 4. Please ensure these are clearly named. 

As a sun-safe school, children without hats are asked to 

play outside under the verandah of the Mercy Block at 

break times.  

ǒ Please direct any questions around your own child 

directly to the homeroom teacher in the first instance. 

That will ensure that parents get a clear, accurate, and 

consistent message. As you can appreciate, teachers are 

unable to discuss other students with you. Thank you for 

your understanding and support around this. 

ǒ Mercy Liturgy:  The Mercy Team is looking forward to 

celebrating our learning so far this year with our first 

Liturgy on Friday, 12 March at 9.30 am and then again at 

10 am in the school hall.  Some of our learners will have 

taken home a few lines that they have volunteered to 

present on behalf of our team.  Please support them by 

reading it often with them.  They do not have to 

memorize it, we just ask that they read in a clear, 

confident manner.  If possible, pencil this date in your 

diary as we would love to have as many of you as 

possible supporting us in the hall!  

 

School Photos 
The school photos will take place on Thursday 25 
March. All children will need to have the correct 
uniform on that day.  
 
Swimming 
It was wonderful seeing all the Year 5-8 children 
giving it their best at the schoolôs swimming sports 
earlier this week. A huge thanks to the schoolôs Sport 
Coordinator, Matt Mcguire, for organising and running 
the event. A big thanks to the parents who volunteered 
and came along to cheer the children on.  
Congratulations to all the children who have qualified 
to represent the school at the North Zone event.  
 
North Zone Swimming Sports 
On the 16th of March, children from St Josephôs 
School will participate in the North Zone Swimming 
Sports.  Information has been sent home to families 
with children who have qualified to participate in this 
event. We wish them all the best of luck and look 
forward to hearing of their success. 
 
PCT Challenge 
The school has two teams competing at the PCT 
challenge next week. The event puts teams from 
different schools through the Police Competency 
Course. The fastest team will represent the region in 
Wellington at the national finals. So I wish the 
following children luck at the event.  
Year 7 - Giancarlo Riberio, William Baxter, Emma 
Richards and Abryse Baliguat 
Year 8 - Oliver Jones, Lachlan Bendall, Claudia 
Vivian, Aisling Vivian.   



FRIDAY LUNCHESñTomorrow Hot Dogsñ$2.50  
Thank you to our parent volunteersðTash & Jessie  

Perceptual Motor Programme (PMP) -  Thank you to the  
parent helpers on next weekôs PMP roster: 
Monday 15 March Kim  Ezezew 
Tuesday 16 March  John  Wright 

Open Days 

22 and 29 March 
2021 @ 4pm. 

The winter cross country season 
starts this month and weôd love 
to see you at our Monday 
afternoon open days. 

  
Monday 22 and Monday 29 March 4pm,  
Little Hagley Park on Helmores Lane. 
Come along and meet our Club Captains Amy 
deWit, 

HAPPENINGS IN THE WHARE PUKAPUKA   from Manja 

 

 
 

Thank youðAbby Baliguat and Trisha Mae Benlot for 
donating two books each to the whare pukapuka from 
our mystery cabinet (under the tiger!).  You can now 
read about things like the óawesome inner workings of 
video gamesô and the ómost incredible things on the 
planet everô! 
 
Scholastic Book Club orders due by 19th MarchðThank 
you for supporting us!  20% of proceeds are 
accumulated as points to spend on books for our whare 
pukapuka.  Please, if possible, make your order online 
via the Loop system (instructions in the back of the 
catalogue), rather than paying at the office, thank you. 
 
Collective Nouns CompetitionñThis year we have 
several areas we are focusing on to build our library 
collection.  One is the Te Reo MǕori and bilingual area.  
I just purchased a new book from the local bookshop, 
The Clocks Bookshop (on Normans Rd).   
This is a fun book called óBirds of New Zealand / NgǕ 
manu o Aotearoa, Collective Nounsô.  The author, 
Melissa Boardman has researched and created 

wonderful collective nouns for 
our birds such as: I am running 
a competition from now until 
the next termôs Book Club.   
The book will be at the whare 
pukapuka lending desk on 
display.  Your challenge is to 
create an imaginative collective 
noun for a group such as a type 
of bird, animal, students, 
teachers, librariansé (endless 
possibilities).    

Write down your idea, illustrate it, and/or write a 
story, article or poem using the collective noun.  
Bonus prize if you make an attempt at translating it 
into Te Reo MǕori as well. Entries will go on the 
walls of the whare pukapuka, so I will soon clear the 
current artwork to make room.   
If you have creative works on our walls at the 
moment and want to have them back, I will put them 
in a box behind the desk so you can retrieve them.  
We love having your work on our walls!  Thank you. 
 
New BooksðI am constantly cataloguing new books 
which are on display around the whare pukapuaka, 
especially in the entranceways - ALL are available to 
borrow!  Enjoy, and do let me know what you think 
of them when youôve read them.  Remember that 
there are forms at the desk where you can recommend 
a book to be purchased by the library.  We welcome 
suggestions!   Happy reading! 


